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Pasadena Public Health Department

Administration

Memorandum
To:

Public Safety Committee

From:

Takashi Wada, MD MPH, Director/ Health Officer

cc:

Stephanie fleWolfe, Assistant City Manager

Date;

July

Re:

Dog spay and neutering

152005

On March 10, 2008, the Pasadena City Council directed the City Attorneys Office to draft an ordinance
requiring the spaying and neutering of pit bulls and pit bull mixes in the City of Pasadena. The
prepared ordinance was scheduled to be heard for first reading on May 5, 2008; however1 the item was
held and staff was directed to follow up with additional information to be presented at a future Public
Safety Comm ittee meeting.

The primary question to staff was whether it .was feasible and desirable to extend the mandatory spay
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Pasadena and San rrancisco, involved pit bull breeds. San Francisco implemented a pit bull specific
spay and neuter program with success. Second, Pasadena does not have the capacity to spay and
neuter the increased volume of animals should the ordinance be immediately extended to all dog
breeds. This would result in the pit bull owners having to compete with all dog owners for scarce
appointments, thus delaying the intended focus on pit bull overpopulation. Lastly, the Pasadena
to
Humane Society would require a significant increase in their animal control contract in order
accommodate the increased staffing and operational costs associated with enforcing the ordinance.
While there are a minimal number of legitimate breeders of pit bulls, there are a large number of show
dogs of other breeds that would be submitted for exemptions. The process of verifying pedigree
information, show dog registration, and inspecting breeding quarters is time intensive. The attached
document from the Pasadena Humane Society details the costs involved in enforcing a new spay and

neuter requirement in Pasadena.
Extending the proposed mandatory spay and neuter ordinance to all dog breeds is feasible, but would
require an additional significant cost to the city.
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